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Leap 001 The Pier 


Have no Fear - Chapter 001 


"Reggie? What are you doing out here all by your lonesome? Does 
the master of love need to console you in your time of need?" 


Reggie rolled her eyes, but didn't turn around to look at her friend as 
she replied back. "I'm fine, Atticus, just somewhat cold." 


Atticus let out a short chuckle. "Considering the thickness of that 
cute little purple sweater number you're wearing, | Somewhat doubt 
that, Mac." 


Reggie sighed. "You're never one to let a lady keep her demons to 
herself, are you, Rhodie?" 


"It's part of my charm." 


The blonde snorted in amusement at that. "Never one to let an ego- 
boosting moment go by, Rhodie." 


A comforting hand was placed on her shoulder, and a question was 
asked. "These demons, they wouldn't have anything to do with the 
whole recent mess with your father and Tragodeia, would it?" 


She shivered slightly. "Yes, it would. I-" She shuddered again, unable 
to go on. 


"Let it out, Mac. You can't keep it bottled up forever." 


"Every time | look at my father, | remember that he was possessed 
by that, that, thing, and | just..." A chocked off sob followed. "And 
then, | remember that brief time where you were possessed as well 
by that thing's foul will, and how there was nothing | could do or say 
that would bring you back and l-!" 


Atticus spun Reggie around, and embraced her tightly to his chest. 
He lowered his head, and softly whispered into her ear, "Shh, Mac, 
everything is going to be okay. That creature is gone now, and can 
never hurt you again." 


Reggie shook a little in his arms. "But what if something else like him 
appears? What will happen then?" She gripped his black coat tightly 
as she held on to him as if her life depended on it. 


A hand gently cupped her chin, slowly bringing her gaze to meet his. 
"Reggie, have no fear...." 


A black mask glinted in the moonlight as the shadows on the pier 
grew darker. 


.... for Nightshroud is here." 


TBC 


AN: Yes, yet another GX manga/anime mesh-together. This time by 
yours truly. (Probably will only write just the Nightshroud duel, but 
may do more later. Haven't decided yet) 


Leap 002 The Despair 


Have no Fear -Leap 002 
" Kuri! Kuri!" 


"No! Winged Kuriboh! Don't go!" Jaden shouted himself awake as 
the clock struck 11:00 P.M.. He shivered slightly due to adrenalin, 
before resting his head on his knees. 


"Another dream, huh Jay?" asked Chumley quietly. 


"Yeah. | guess, even after a month, | still miss my partner. | still miss 
Winged Kuriboh." Jaden sighed. "I don't know if I'll ever get over 
this." 


"I'm not going to tell you to just pucker up and move on, Jay, nobody 
will. But | will tell you this: Do you believe the time you guys spent 
together was worth the loss later? Because if so, you'll know for sure 
that there will always be a part of that little guy somewhere in your 
heart, in your very soul. And considering what a nice guy you are 
Jaden, I'd say that ain't a bad place to end up." 


Jaden smiled slightly at this. "Thanks Chum. That means a lot to 
me." 


"Just tryin’ to cheer one of my buds up, Jay. Nothin’ to it at all. 
Though, if you are feeling thankful enough to get me a grilled 
cheese, | wouldn't be complaining one bit." 


"I'm feeling like some fresh air anyway, so sure, why not?" And with 
that, Jaden silently got up out of his bed. Picking up his jacket, he 
walked over to the door. As he bent down to put on his shoes, he 
asked quietly, "Do you know of anything else we need, Chum?" 


Chumley thought quietly for a moment, before answering. "We need 
some poster board, so we can make the going away soiree really 


awesome. Gotta show those other academy guys that we know how 
to throw a going away celebration." 


"Sure thing Chum, be back in a jiff!" 


Despair 

"Huh?" Jaden muttered under his breath as he finished putting the 
supplies they would need for the next day in the storage locker. 
Hearing nothing more, he said to himself, "Must have been the wind 
or something.” 


A faint light emanating from the tree line, however, told a different 
story. 


Family 


"Okay," Jaden drawled, "perhaps | wasn't lucky enough for it to have 
actually have been the wind, | guess." 


A quiet mechanical sound echoed around the bushes and other 
foliage as Jaden stepped closer to the light. 


Love 
"Hello?" Jaden called out. "Is anybody out there?" 


A faint, glowing red star grew somewhat brighter, as Jaden walked 
further into the woods. 


It wasn't until after he had snapped a twig underfoot and had broken 
the dead silence that Jaden noticed something off. Even though it 
was nighttime, that didn't mean the forest should be as quiet as it 
was. 


Loneliness 


"Jaden Yuki." 


Jaden jumped up in fright and turned around to the sound of the 
voice coming from a small clearing. An imposing man in an ornate 
looking white robe stood at the other edge of the opening in the 
forest. The mysteriously hooded man continued on: 


"I come to you this night to inform you of a great evil that threatens 
this island and those you care about." 


"What kind of evil?" asked Jaden. "And what do you mean it will 
threaten those | care about?" 


"There is a group of individuals who desire something that is hidden 
deep within the bottommost confines of this island. Three very 
specific, and very special cards." 


Jaden lifted a single eyebrow. "Not that | don't think Duel Monster's 
isn't cool or anything, but what's so important about these three 
cards? Do they have the power to absorb duel energy and then use 
it to adversely affect the world?" 


"They do." 


"W-wow... | didn't realize my guessing skills were that good tonight. 
So what are these cards called?" 


The robed man held out a hand, and a holographic image appeared. 
Three cards were displayed, each one with an aura of a different 
primary color surrounding it. "They are known as the Sacred Beast 
cards, and it is your duty to protect them." 


"Duty? What makes you think I've been given this all-important duty? 
Last | checked, | wasn't some King's reincarnation or anything, just a 
regular guy who can occasionally see spirits." 


The mysterious figure lifted his hand and pointed at Jaden's chest. 
"The proof you seek is already being worn around your neck." 


Jaden looked down, and sure enough, there was some sort of a 
golden piece of jewelry handing from a leather strap around his 
neck. "What is this?" Jaden asked with awe in his voice. 


"That, Jaden Yuki, is a Spirit Key. There are seven of those keys, 
and in order for the evil forces to open the locks that keep the 
Sacred Beasts hidden, those keys must be won in a duel." 


Jaden's expression grew thoughtful. "If | have one of the Spirit Keys, 
who has the others?" 


"I'm not entirely sure," said the stranger. "Time has become 
corrupted, and events that once seemed preordained are now 
changed in ways that are almost impossible to predict. That is why | 
was sent here, so that | may assist you and your fellow Key-Keepers 
against the dark presence of the Shadow Riders." 


"Shadow Riders? I'm guessing those are the guys after the Spirit 
Keys. They sound like more like a motorcycle gang then an evil duel 
squad, though." 


"Originally, they were called the Seven Stars of Darkness, as they 
drew their foul shadow power from the edicts of the past alone. 
However, their Priest of the Shadows has somehow managed to 
discover the power of a potential future, and has brought it back to 
this time period. That power is known as Turbo Dueling." 


"Turbo Dueling?" queried Jaden. "Is that like a more extreme version 
of regular dueling or something?" 


"There is no need for me to go into detail, as his tablet will help 
explain everything that you need to know." 


"What tablet are you talking abou- What in the world is that?" 


The red star in the sky wasn't a red star at all, but a fast moving 
meteorite on a collision course with Duel Academy Island. 


"The tremors have stopped, follow me so that you may claim your 
prize, and your answers about turbo dueling as well." 


"My Prize'? What do you mean?" 

"Due to returning Koyo Hibiki's deck, and a very unfortunate incident 
involving a creature called Tragodeia, you are without a proper deck 
at this moment, correct? This tablet will help remedy that." 


The tablet was ingraved in the shape of a Duel Monster's card. The 
shape of the creature on the stone card was humanoid in 
appearance, though he had no mouth to speak of. The monster's 
arms crossed in front of it, as if it were shielding it's face as it leapt 
through a window. 

"Touch this tablet, and claim your prize, Jaden Yuki." 

His hand trembling, his mind trying to convince himself that he was 
still dreaming, and a stray thought reminding him to not forget the 
grilled cheese for Chumley, Jaden reached out and rested his palm 
on the cool surface of the stone. 


A brilliant flash of light impaled itself through what Jaden felt like was 
his very soul. 


Then the images started flowing in. Followed swiftly by short, cut off 
clips of conversations. 


"| sacrifice my three face down Spell Cards!" 

" Suppression Pluto! Attack his life points directly!" 
" Jaden, l-" 

" Way to play, Jay!" 

" In three turns, it's all over, Mr. Yuki." 


" Sarge! You're back!" 


" Embrace the Light!" 


"| have Destiny on my side! Not some weird fantasy about going into 
outer space!" 


" He is the power!" 
" You want to name him Jack?" 
" Come play with me, Jaden." 


As the light faded, Jaden's outfit had changed. Instead of the normal 
academy uniform, he was wearing a red denim motorcycle jacket. 
His helmet was under one arm, his duel disk strapped to the other. A 
sleek red duel runner was resting proudly at his side. 


" Kuri! Kuri!" 


"Partner?" Jaden whispered. Glancing down at his deck, he noticed 
that the top card was glowing slightly. Picking it up, a familiar face of 
winged brown fluff greeted him. The tiny spirit of the card poked its 
head out slightly, seemed to smile, then went back into the card. 
"Partner! How did you come back?" 


"It is because one of the Seven Shadow riders is none other than 
Tragodia himself." 


"Is that who I am to be dueling first then?" Jaden asked as he 
nodded his head towards the glowing purple lines that were starting 
to write themselves in the sky. 


"No, the Divine One has determined that your friend Chazz will be 
best suited to a rematch with that dark creature. You have someone 
far more sinister to face, I'm afraid." 


"Best get to it then. Oh, before | forget, | never did catch your name." 


"My name," said the man as he removed his hood, red and grey 
hairs softly reflecting the moonlight, "is Aporia." 


TBC 


AN: Yes, yes | have indeed made this GX Manga/Anime crossover a 
5d's crossover as well. 


Why do you ask? 


As for what happened to Reggie, you'll see in time. 


Leap 003 The Cry 


Have no Fear - Leap 003 


"Greetings once again, Jaden. Just can't keep yourself away from 
me, can you?" 


"Reggie!" gasped Jaden in surprise. "What happened to you? | never 
thought you'd be the type of person to think black fabric fashionable." 


Reggie sneered. "The power has the ability to do many things, 
Jaden. The least of which is to change my taste in clothing. And it is 
a good thing, too, as no self-respecting Second to the great and 
powerful Nightshroud would deign to wear the colors of the 
despicable Light." 


"So," spoke Aporia as he walked up behind Jaden, looking with the 
young man at the black military uniform clad woman who stood in 
front of the stairs comprised of light that led up to the newly formed 
glowing race track in the sky, "the Shadow Riders have decided to 
employ the Comrade System." 


"What's this Comrade System?" asked Jaden. 


"To put it simply, it is a ranking of duelists who have your back, 
fighting alongside you and taking on the lackeys while the First, as in 
you, fight against their boss while their subordinates are distracted." 


"So, in order to get past Reggie, | need a Second, at the very least." 


"Yes, as there isn't enough time for you to duel her as well as the 
one she now serves. Do you wish for me to retrieve one of your 
comrades, in order for them to act as your Second?" 


Jaden grew thoughtful. "You said before that your purpose for 
coming here was to assist me and my fellow Key-Keepers in our 
battles against the Shadow Riders, correct?" 


"That is so." 


"Then I, Jaden Yuki, Slifer representative of the Duel Academy, do 
hereby beseech you to become my Second in our war against the 
forces of the Shadows, Aporia, servant of the Divine One." For but 
an instant, Aporia could have sworn he saw Jaden's eyes glow a soft 
yellow. 


"| would be honored, your Majesty," Aporia said with his head bowed, 
a hand held over his heart. 


Jaden blinked a couple of times, before both the color of his eyes 
and his mannerisms returned to normal. "Sweet! Very well then, I'll 
leave her to you then while | go duel her First. Good luck to us both!" 


And with that, Jaden put on his helmet, revved up his Duel Runner 
engine and sped up the violet path to the glowing race course in the 
sky. 


"I should warn you," said Reggie, "with the power and the cards Lord 
Nightshroud has given me, you shall know ultimate despair." 


"And now | feel | should warn you," said Aporia as a Duel Disk 
emerged from his arm and activated itself, "that | am already well 
acquainted with ultimate despair." 


"What kept you, Key-Keeper? Was the thought of dueling me so 
frightening that you had to spend that long just to steel your very soul 
in order to bear the weight of my presence?" 


"Not that your story isn't cool or anything, bro, but I'm itching for a 
duel, and this is one itch that | absolutely love to scratch," Jaden 
replied. 


Nightshroud pumped a fist into the air. "Very well then! Let's get this 
Shadow Turbo Duel under way!" 


A skeletal hand seemed to fade in from the shadows, holding up five 
fingers. As Jaden and Nightshroud watched on, it began to lower its 
fingers, one digit at a time. 


5 


GO! 


And with the final finger pointed in their direction, both Jaden and 
Nightshroud sped off along the mystical racing track. For a while, it 
seemed like both would take the first corner simultaneously, but then 
Nightshroud hit a switch on the side of his right handlebar, activating 
his Duel Runner's boosters. 


"The first corner is mine! Therefore, if you don't mind, Key-Keeper, | 
will take the first turn! But before | do that, how about | go ahead and 
activate the Field Spell 'Speed World' to make this a real Turbo 
Duel?" 


A Duel Monster's card flashed on both Duel Runner monitors, before 
flipping over to reveal that it was indeed the Field Spell ‘Speed 
World’. A computerized voice spoke into both duelists' headsets that 
were imbedded in their helmets. "Speed World field spell activated. 
Shadow Game ante accepted. Closing off Dark Highway slip roads 
until conclusion of the duel. Ante revealed as this: the loser of the 
Shadow Game will have their soul trapped within the 'Dark Shackles' 
card held in the possession of the Challenger Nightshroud." 


"Why is my Duel Runner British?" asked Jaden. 


"Enough foolish questions!" barked Nightshroud, "I'm eager to get 
this Shadow Duel going, that way it'll be that much quicker that your 
soul will be trapped for all of eternity in the Shadow Card | carry with 
me! Now then, | do believe it is my turn. | draw!" 


Nightshroud drew a card from his deck. A counter on the monitor on 
his duel runner showed that both he and Jaden now had 1 Speed 
Counter a piece. Smirking slightly he said, "And now, the time for 
your torment to begin is almost upon us. | set one card face-down, 
and then | summon my Troop Dragon in Defense Mode!" 


A snarling green humanoid dragon, carrying both shield and spear, 
Snapped into view behind Nightshroud. Baring its fangs at Jaden, it 
crouched down on one knee, its shield now held at the ready. Its 
body then took on a blue tint, signifying that the Duel System 
recognized it as being in defense mode. 


"Well then," said Jaden, "it's my turn now, so | draw!" 


Elemental Hero Wildheart was now staring Jaden directly in the face, 
so to speak. Wait a minute, Jaden thought, aren't these guys... 


It's good to see you again, Jaden, a voice spoke inside his head, and 
to once more fight alongside you. Hope you don't mind if a few 
friends of my decided to tag along. 


"Wildheart," said Jaden in excitement, "I don't mind at all. In fact, 
why don't you come on out so you can take care of that Troop 
Dragon over there?" 


There was a brief flash of light, and then Elemental Hero Wildheart 
leapt from behind Jaden, his sword already drawn. With one mighty 
swipe of his blade, Nightshroud's Troop Dragon was no more. 


"Nice try, Key-Keeper!" laughed Nightshroud, "but just like his name 
suggests, my Troop Dragon isn't exactly alone. For when he's 
destroyed, | get to summon another one from my deck. So say hello 
once again to my tenacious Troop Dragon!" 


"I end my turn!" shouted Jaden as both he and Nightshroud turned a 
corner. 


"Very well then, | draw!" said Nightshroud, before he then drew a 
card from his deck with a flourish. 


Nightshroud SC: 3 
Jaden SC: 3 


"| hope you're ready, Key-Keeper, for you will soon face annihilation! 
A activate my face down 'Cry of the Black Dragon'! This allows me to 
re-summon my quaint little Troop Dragon that you destroyed earlier!" 
An image of a face-down card appeared, before flipping up and over, 
revealing an image of a black dragon. The space atop the card 
seemed to shimmer until the Troop Dragon that Jaden had once 
destroyed was back once again, still as ticked off looking as ever. 


"But that's not all, Key-Keeper. Due to the effect of Cry of the Black 
Dragon, | can give you a Speed Counter." 


"Why so generous?" Jaden asked suspiciously. 


"Why? I'll tell you why! Because by doing so, I'm allowed to trade this 
useless card in my hand, for a level 7 or higher dragon of darkness 
from my deck! And since | so conveniently have two sacrifices at the 
ready due to your Wildheart's help, | don't even have to make you 
wait to see what card | added to my hand." 


Nightshroud picked up both Troop Dragon cards and deposited them 
into his graveyard. "I release my two Troop Dragons, in order to 
summon the Red Eyes Black Dragon!" 


In answer to Nightshroud's shout, the volcano on Duel Academy 
Island seemed to let out a rumble in answer. A singular plume of 
pitch-dark smoke rose up from the center of the volcano, and began 
to blot out the stars. 


As both Jaden and Nightshroud rounded the volcano atop the Dark 
Highway, the sky itself seemed to be blotted out with smoke. A 
mighty shriek was loosed, and two small red dots of light shone 
down upon the two duelists. 


"Allow me to introduce the two of you, Key-Keeper. This, is my Red- 
Eyes Black Dragon!" The smoke seemed to coalesce, and with a 
mighty thunderclap a glistening black dragon swooped down towards 
Wildheart. "Red-Eyes Black Dragon, this is Wildheart, also known as 
your lunch!" 


Elemental Hero Wildheart tried to defend himself, but he was no 
match for the speed and ferocity of the great and power black beast. 


Jaden 3100 Life Points 
"Well then," Jaden said, "here goes something!" 


And with that, he drew a card from his deck. His eyes widened in 
surprise slightly at what he drew. Glancing down at his duel runner 
display, and noting that it was telling him that he had 5 Speed 
Counters, Jaden's grin grew seemingly impossibly wide. 


"Since | have 4 or more speed counters," Jaden began, holding up 
the card he just drew as he did so, "I am allowed to activate a Speed 
Spell. A speed spell that allows me to do one of my signature moves. 
So, without further ado, ladies and evildoers, | activate the speed 
spell 'Speed Fusion'!" 


Jaden held up an additional two cards in his hand, before depositing 
them in his graveyard. "This speed spell now allows me to fuse 
Elemental Heroes Clayman and Burstinatrix in my hand, in order to 
speed fusion summon out Elemental Hero Rampart Blaster, in 
defense mode." 


"Is that all? Just an Elemental Hero Wall you've cooked up in order 
to buy yourself an extra 20 seconds worth of time?" Nightshroud 


laughed, "Just what do you hope to accomplish? What can that card 
even do for you now?" 


"Well, first off, it can kinda let me attack your life points directly, so 
long as | cut her attack points in half during damage calculation," 
Jaden replied nonchalantly. 


"Ah," said Nightmare, "And | am to guess you plan to do just that, 
then?" 


"Blaster?" said Jaden with a tooth-filled grin, “why don't you 
demonstrate our answer to that question?" 


"Midori, are you in there? Open up, it's me, Professor Banner! | have 
urgent need to speak with you." 


Swiftly tying off her bathrobe, Midori opened the door so that Lyman 
Banner could come inside. "What's the matter, Lyman? You seem 
more tense than at that conference we had to attend in Domino City." 


"Just got out of the shower, did we? You must have had a tiring day, 
and nothing quite helps a young woman's body relax- No no no no 
no, that's not what I'm here for. Midori, do you have your monitor set 
up to the new system Kaibacorp put in place at Chancellor 
Sheppard's request?" 


"Yes, | do, why do you ask?" asked Midori in concern. 


"There is a duel going on right now, one that | think you need to see. 
| have already informed the Chancellor about this, but considering 
what this duel is about, | felt in needful for you to watch as well. Aha! 
Here we go. Though | feel | should warn you, what you are about to 
witness is like no duel you have ever seen." 


An image popped up on the monitor, showing Nightshroud and 
Jaden turbo dueling against one another. Jaden had just attacked 
with Elemental Hero Rampart Blaster, reducing Nightshroud's life 


points to 3000, and dropping his number of speed counters down by 
one. 


"Are they dueling on some sort of motorcycle? Wait, is that Jaden? 
Since when did Jaden have a Dueling Motorcycle? For that matter, 
since when did Jaden even have the ability to drive a motorcycle? 
Wait a minute, on what road are they driving? I've never seen that 
road before on Duel Academy Island." 


Professor Banner held up his hands, "Please, Midori, calm down, 
and please, not too many questions at once, if you could. Now let me 
explain. From the data | have gathered at the Chancellor's request, it 
appears that Jaden found the meteorite that crashed on the island 
not too long ago. As soon as he touched it, a Dueling Motorcycle, or 
whatever it is called, appeared out of thin air. This other gentleman 
was there as well, both he and Jaden talked for some time, before 
they headed for the Shadow Construct on which Jaden is now 
dueling. 


"Upon arriving there, Jaden accepted the terms of a Comrade 
System duel structure, and immediately chose the mysterious man 
as his Second. He then drove up to the magical road in the sky, and 
began to duel another mysterious masked man, but instead of 
wearing white, this one wore black. Oh, and the one that Jaden's 
Second is dueling is apparently a mind-controlled Reggie Mackenzie 
who is using an entirely new deck, one without any Fairy-type 
monsters, at least from the data that | have gathered. 


"And before you ask why Jaden is dueling, | suggest you find your 
Spirit Key, and keep it on your person from now on. For the one that 
Jaden duels is a member of the Shadow Riders, and they want those 
keys." 


Midori slumped down on her bed in shock. "Jaden? He's caught up 
in this?" 


"Not just he," said Lyman, "but also 3 others from what | saw when | 
visited the Chancellor before coming here. Apparently they thought 


talking to the head of the school about a piece of jewelry magically 
appearing around their neck was a good idea." 


"Who were they?" asked Midori as she got dressed. "Hopefully Zane 
was one of them." 


"He was," said Professor Banner. "As well as Chazz Princeton from 
the Obelisk Blue dorm as well. One of the American students was 
also chosen, it seems." 

"Who would that be? Aster?" 


Lyman shook his head. "No," he said. 


"Jim Cook." 


TBC 
AN: What's this? | changed who the Key-Keepers were? 


Well, yeah, | already changed who one of the 7 Shadow Riders 
were, why wouldn't | do that? 


That way | can come up with some totally unique duels, and won't be 
as restricted by canon events. (things'll be similar, but different) 


Leap 004 The Name 


Have no Fear - Leap 004 


"Oh, so you think you can stop my Red-Eyes' attack that way, don't 
you, Key-Keeper?" asked Nightshroud. He laughed. "Think again! | 
activate from my hand the speed spell, 'Red Meteor'! By sending 
Meteor Dragon from my deck to the graveyard, my Red-Eyes Black 
Dragon can hit you directly, by inflicting effect damage equal to its 
attack points on your life points. Now, Red-Eyes! Red Meteor Blast!" 


The fearsome Red-Eyes Black Dragon flew past Jaden and his 
Elemental Hero Rampart Blaster. It let out a tremendous screech, as 
orange light began to emanate from the back of its throat. 


Then, with a thunderous force, the mighty dragon let loose a burning 
meteor at the red-clad turbo duelist. 


(Jaden: 4 Speed Counters, 700 life points) 


"| think that's enough pain for now, Key-Keeper, so I'll end things by 
activating the speed spell 'Angel Baton’ from my hand. | now get to 
draw 2 cards, so long as | get rid of one by placing it in my 
graveyard. And with that, it's your turn." 


"Okay then," said Jaden as his Speed Counters ticked 5 on his 
screen, "I guess it's my go, then." 


"Not so fast, Key-Keeper!" shouted Nightmare. "I activate a certain 
Speed Spell!" 


"How are you going to do that on my turn?" asked Jaden. 


"By combining it with a little card in my graveyard, called 'Shock after 
Nightmare’! This card allows me to play a Speed Spell on my 
opponent's turn, as long as | remove it from my graveyard. 
Additionally, it gives different Speed Spells additional effects, 


depending on the number of speed counters | have. And since | have 
6 speed counters, it means that once my Defense Buster switches 
your monster into attack position, your precious Rampart Blaster has 
to stay that way for the next 3 turns!" 


"Okay then bro, | hope you don't mind then, but I think I'm gonna be 
unoriginal and copy a move that you did last turn, by playing my own 
copy of 'Speed Spell - Angel Baton"! Here's hoping my luck is as 
good as yours!" 


With that said, Jaden's gaze grew focused as his hand was placed 
upon his deck. "I draw!" he shouted as he picked up two cards from 
his deck. Giving them a quick glance, his lips twitched upwards just a 
little bit. 


"How about you quit stalling and discard your card already, Jaden! | 
grow tired of waiting around for you to make a decision." 


Jaden smirked. "Okay then, if that's the way you want it to be, then 
that's the way it is going to be. | discard 'Elemental Hero - Rhetorical 
Answer' from my hand to the graveyard, and due to his effect, | 
discard another card from my hand as well!" 


"What good is that going to-why is your Rampart Blaster glowing?" 
asked Nightshroud. 


"Because Rhetorical Answer has a couple of pretty sweet effects, if | 
do say so myself. If he's discarded to the graveyard by a card effect, 
| get to add one spell card from my grave back to my hand. And if | 
discarded another card from my hand to the grave due to his effect, | 
can also de-fuse my Rampart Blaster once 'Speed Spell - Speed 
Fusion’ is placed back into my hand!" 


Depositing two other cards from his hand into the card graveyard, 
Jaden smiled tightly as he continued talking. "| send my Sparkman 
and Clayman to the grave in order to use Speed Fusion's effect to 
bring out the one and only Elemental Hero Thunder Giant! And | also 
summon Elemental Hero Burstinatrix from my hand as well." 


With a crack of thunder and a burst of flames, Jaden's two newly 
summoned heroes stood by his side, ready to do battle. "I attack 
your Red-Eyes Black Dragon with my Thunder Giant!" he shouted. 


"But what's the point of that?" said Nightshroud. "Now both our 
monsters will be destroyed!" 


"That's correct!" replied Jaden as the clash of the two fearsome 
monsters caused a tremendous explosion. "But you know what else? 
Now there's nothing between my Burstinatrix and your life points. 
Which is why I'm now letting her attack you directly." 


"You'll pay dearly for that, Key-Keeper, trust me!" roared Nightshroud 
as he and Jaden rounded another corner 


"It seems that | was able to withstand the despair you attempted to 
bring upon me," said Aporia as he deactivated his duel disk. 


"How?" growled Reggie in an otherworldly voice as she collapsed to 
her knees. "We had the perfect strategy. Nothing should have 
penetrated our combined assault. What was that, what was that 
creature you Summoned at the end there? You will tell us!" 


Aporia smiled softly. "Oh?" he asked, "Would you be referring to this 
little monster here, the one that let me use my Wisel in a direct 
attack on your life points?" 


"Yesss! That's the one!" she hissed back in reply. "My trap card 
should have prevented you from using the effects of any monster 
you would summon this turn, as it would deal 800 points of damage 
every time you used a monster effect! And | know that you didn't 
negate that effect either, or else you wouldn't have taken damage 
when you used Cosmic Compass's effect. So tell me, why didn't you 
take damage equal to its level? Where did you get that card?" 


"| was given this card by my closest friend. By studying the cosmos 
itself, he found a way to create a duel monster spirit that existed in 


another space time. That monster, and the ones just like it that he 
made later on, were henceforth uninhibited by the levels that bound 
their fellow monsters. And in so doing, not only did he create an 
entire new breed of Duel Monster, he created an entire world!" 


A trembling rattle seemed to emanate from Reggie's throat, as if tiny 
creatures inside of her were shivering in fear. "He, he created a 
world? Just what is he?" 


"There are some who call him the Divine One, God, Founder of 
Yliaster, and even Z-ONE. |, however, was close enough to him to 
learn his real name. However, it is not a name one speaks lightly. For 
it is aname that does not exist in this world, at least not yet. And to 
speak it before it arrives would enable one to do things that are 
solely in his providence." 


A shift began to take place in the forest that surrounded them. All 
softness that existed in the contours of the shapes of the grasses, 
trees, rocks, and other things seemed to slowly harden around their 
eyes. The very air itself seemed to change, and began to feel as if it 
was segmenting into different sized partitions. 


"| wonder," said Aporia as he strode towards the downed form of the 
American duelist, "what you creatures are, exactly." 


"We are the darkness that was once bound to the earth itself." What 
seemed to be hundreds of eyes flashed within Reggie's pupils. 
"When the Lord of the Shadow Realm re-shook the world, we were 
ready, and snapped at our straining bonds. However, the Crimson 
Dragon's vendetta against us was too strong, and it wasn't until 
Nightshroud, along with that man, came to us that we were able to 
be freed. And soon, we shall once again cover the world in darkness, 
and it will be we who devour the world, not the other way around!" 


Aporia 


"Z-ONE*?" gasped Aporia in shock, "why are you contacting me? Isn't 
that going to alter things too much?" 


Some things are necessary, Aporia, if our final goal is to be met. Due 
to the changes already in place, Reggie Mackenzie doesn't have the 
assistance she had last time in fending off the Earthbound Immortal 

that tried to possess her in the original timeline. We must correct this 


"But how?" asked Aporia. "It's grip on her is too strong, and you and | 
both know you can't survive another trip through time, save the last, 
crucial one." 


That is true. | cannot physically go there in order to give her that 
chance she needs to drive that creature out of her. However, as you 
have already told her, there is another way to invoke my power 


"No!" exclaimed Aporia. "I can't do that! Don't your remember? 
Remember the pain you went through the last time we were forced 
to invoke your name? | won't put you through that again!" 


Aporia. Please listen to me. | wouldn't ask you to do this if it wasn't 
important. And this is important. Reggie Mackenzie must live. The 
timeline has to remain stable until after the other Earthbound 
Immortals are defeated for a second time, or else all is lost. And in 
order for that to happen, all the pieces must be in place. And in order 
for that machine to get invented, it is necessary for two young 
children to run into each other, so that when they make a certain 
mistake, it turns out to be the key inspiration needed to get that 
device's creation moving 


"What device is that?" 

Duel runners 

"But what does that have to do with Reggie Mackenzie?" 

Her daughter is one half of the equation. That is why she needs to 
live more than anything. Although, there is one other thing. If she can 


fend off the darkness inside of her... 


"What will happen?" 


You will see. Provided you quit trying to stall and invoke my name 


Aporia sighed. "Very well then. Sorry. | just pray that this doesn't kill 
you." 


Don't worry, Aporia. | trust you. You're my oldest friend, after all 
Aporia smirked. "And that, my friend, will never change. Now then," 
he said as he turned to Reggie, "foul creatures from a bygone time, 
your control over this girl will weaken when you hear this name!" 


The very air seemed to crackle with built up heat as the surrounding 
forest seemed to light up with an electronic glow. 


"The name of the Divine One, head of Yliaster, who put so much 
power into his own name that he was forced to give himself a new 
moniker, lest casual conversations with him break the fabric of reality 
itself! Tremble at the name of the man who broke the will of the 
fourth dimension. Cower in fear, Knowing the words that identify he 
who created the Astral World in ages past! 


"Behold! And be transfixed, by the name of the most powerful man of 
the future! Yuma Tsukumo!" 
TBC 
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"Well, before you can make me pay, Nightshroud, I'm going to use 
the effect of my "Speed Spell - Heroic Guidance" in my graveyard. 
By banishing it and up to three Elemental Hero cards in my 
graveyard, | get to draw 1 card for each banished hero." 


Jaden placed his hand on top of his deck and said, "C'mon, deck, 
don't let me down now!" then drew three cards. Wasting no time, 
Jaden held up a Spell card, before activating it. "I play the Speed 
Spell 'Future Despair’, then | set two cards. It's finally your turn 
Nightshroud, so let's see if you really do have what it takes to make 
me pay for my transgressions." 


Nightshroud chuckled, "Of course | do, Key-Keeper! | draw!" 


"And thanks to my Future Despair, Nightshroud, | am allowed to as 
well. | get to draw 5 cards, and you gain 2 Speed counters. However, 
during my next standby phase, | have to toss out the same number | 
just drew." A small smile played on Jaden's lips. "Well that would be 
the case, if it wasn't for this!" An image of a trap card flipped up in 
front of Jaden's bike, showcasing an image of a burning city being 
lifted up by a blue dragon. "This is my trap card, Future Hope! By 
banishing the top card of my deck, this card, and one other spell or 
trap card on the field, | gain 500 Life Points for each card banished, 
1500 total." 


Jaden's Life points: 2200 
Nightshroud: SC 6 
"Why should you be the only one having fun, Key-Keeper? | 


summon Dragonic Guard in attack position." A red skinned human- 
like creature appeared next to Nightshroud, two of its arms crossed 


in front of its chest, while the other two gripped wicked looking 
swords in their hands. "Dragonic Guard, attack Hero Burstinatrix!" 
The Dragonic Guard shot forward, his two swords aiming for 
Burstinatrix's throat. Burstinatrix barely managed to grip the two 
swords in time before the swing of the blades would have chopped 
her up into several pieces. The Dragonic Guard then smirked, before 
using his second left hand to draw a dagger and stab the Elemental 
Hero in the throat with it. Elemental Hero Burstinatrix screamed, then 
her holographic image shattered. 


Jaden's Life Points: 1900 


"And next, by banishing Dragonic Templar from my hand, | can give 
Dragonic Guard a Dragonic Counter, plus a handy new ability that 
you'll find out about later. I'll then set this card, and end my turn. 


Jaden drew another card, before grinning wildly as they made a turn 
over the roof of the school building. "Since | just drew Elemental 
Hero Bubbleman," he said with a smile, "I get to special summon it! 
And since he's the only monster chillin’ out on my field, | can now 
draw two more cards!" Jaden drew the two cards from his deck. "Talk 
about a sweet draw! First, | activate Speed Spell - Faster than 
Doom. By discarding 1 card from my hand, | can special summon 
Elemental Hero Sparkman from my graveyard straight to my field." 


A spark of electricity crackled through the air, and the Elemental 
Hero Sparkman stood next to Bubbleman proudly as the protector of 
his summoner. Then, a trap card flipped up, and Jaden continued his 
turn. "I then activate the continuous Trap card 'Speedworld Forces’, 
which can only be activate if | have four or more Speed Counters. By 
removing from play my Sparkman, Bubbleman, and the Avian | have 
in my hand, I'm allowed to fusion Summon out the one and only 
Elemental Hero Tempest." 


A bolt of lightning slammed down on the mystical raceway, before an 
extremely large warrior took flight above Jaden's Duel Runner. 
"Tempest!" Jaden called out to the holographic monster, "Attack 
Dragonic Guard!" Tempest nodded, before aiming his arm mounted 


cannon at the red-skinned humanoid dragon. The noises around the 
two duelists seemed to cease for a moment, then came back with a 
vengeance as the Dragonic Guard shattered due to the force of 
Tempest's laser attack. 


Nightshroud's Life Points: 500 Speed Counters: 6 


"Not bad, Key-keeper, but due to both my Dragonic Guard and 
Templar's abilities, | am now allowed to summon the Red-Eyes Black 
Chick from my deck in defense mode!" 


"Well then," Jaden replied, "I suppose I'll throw down a face down 
and call it a turn." 


Flames licked at the edge of Reggie's uniform as she blinked herself 
awake. Quickly scrambling away from the fire, she tried to make 
sense of her surroundings. However, considering her surroundings 
consisted solely of a giant white expanse dotted here and there with 
a couple of fires, her attempts to mentally grasp onto where she was 
failed. 


"Kyahahahahaha!" shouted a voice. "Mackenzie, you've arrived here 
at last! Didja know how long I've been waitin’ here for ya, well do 
ya?" 


Reggie turned, and saw a lanky figured man with a duel disc on his 
arm. His shaved head was covered with orange tattoos, his piercing 
green eyes offset by his scraggly tan goatee. "What do you want?" 
she asked tersely. 


The man cackled. "Kyaha! She asks me what | want! Now that's a 
killer if I've ever heard one." He held his duel disk in front of his face. 
"What else would | want but a duel, of course. So why don't ya just 
pick up that little duel disk there, and let's get started." 


Reggie's hand reached out for the duel disk that mysteriously had 
appeared near her feet. Before she could feel the cool metal of the 


duel disk on her fingertips, however, her hand began to shiver. Biting 
her lip slightly, Reggie quickly grabbed the duel disk and strapped it 
to her arm before she could second guess herself even further. 


"Kyahaaa, looks like you're finally ready to get started!" the man said 
with strange expression plastered on his face. "If ya don't mind too 
much, I'll start things off. | draw!" Drawing a card, the man grinned 
before placing the card in face up attack position. "I summon ‘Adar - 
Eira the Soft Snow'!" 


A small delicate flame broke off of one of the larger infernos, before 
floating its way over to the duel. It seemed to swirl around ina 
pattern, before suddenly taking the shape of a small bird. "This is 
one of my phoenixes," he said. He then held up a fist. "And now, due 
to Eira's effect, | can sacrifice her in order to summon a level 5 or 
below Adar monster from my hand. Now come on out, ‘Adar - 
Branwen the Coveted Breeze'!" 


The small flame flickered, then it began to expand in an overly erratic 
manner. Soon, a pillar of flame was writhing its way over to the 
tattooed man. Then, suddenly, the pillar stopped moving as a woman 
began to walk her way out of the flame, each step she took causing 
the heat to die down just a little bit more. 


"Since | can't activate her effect this turn, due to Summoning her via 
Eira, I'll have to leave it like that. Your turn, Miss Mackenzie. Try to 
keep things interesting, won't you?" 


"| draw!" said Reggie. Glancing down at her cards, her eyes widened 
in shock. "Wh-what is this? Why can | not-?" 


"Oho?" queried the man with a raised eyebrow, "is there a problem, 
Miss Mackenzie? Or are your eyes just giving you a bit of trouble this 
fine evening?" 


Reggie ignored him. For some reason, she couldn't see her monster 
cards at all. She knew they were there, she knew she could play 
them, but she didn't know what they could do, what their attack or 


defense points were, nothing. She could only play defensively and 
hope for the best. "I set a monster face-down, plus 1 card in my spell 
and trap card zone. Turn end," she said with hesitation. 


The man smirked slightly, before drawing a card. "I play the spell 
card 'Pot of Greed’, allowing me to draw two cards," he said. After 
drawing the said two cards, he pointed at Branwen. "I now activate 
my Adar monster's effect. By discarding 3 cards in my hand, | am 
allowed to banish 1 Adar monster in my deck. Next, I'll summon 
‘Adar - Cadfael the War Shimmer'." 


A ball of flame erupted, and a gryphon composed of flames 
announced its arrival with an unearthly screech. "Now then, Branwen 
the Coveted Breeze, attack her face-down monster!" 


"l-I don't think so!" shouted Reggie in reply. "I activate my trap card, 
Sakuretsu Armor! Your Branwen is destroyed!" The face of Branwen 
looked somewhat pitying as it shattered into thousands of tiny 
pieces. 


"Thanks to you," the man began, "the effect of Branwen kicks in. 
That monster | banished earlier? It now gets special summoned to 
my side of the field. So say hello to ‘Adar - Llinos the Solar Flare"! 
But before you do, how about | let you in on a little secret; when 
Llinos the Solar Flare is special summoned from the banished zone, 
it inflicts 800 points of direct damage to you!" 


An intense wave of heat enveloped Reggie, and she was forced to 
cover her eyes. When the temperature had finally cooled down 
enough for her liking, she opened her eyes to a field with two 
phoenixes upon it, and one face-down monster card. 


"| attack your face-down monster with Cadfael the War Shimmer!" 
the man called out as his larger of the two winged beasts swooped 
down at the image of a face down card. The card then flipped up to 
reveal a tiny brown creature, with green paws, and a pair of tiny 
white wings. The creature waved at Reggie, before shattering. 


"Due to the effect of Winged Kuriboh," Reggie said in shock, "I take 
no Battle Damage for the rest of this turn. So it looks as if that 
almighty combo you tried to pull off was a failure." 


"Oho," said the man, "seems like someone has gotten some of her 
spunk back. Well then, first, I'm going to pay 800 life points in order 
to activate the spell card ‘Decimation of History’. This allows me to 
banish up to ten cards in either players graveyard. Since there are 
less than 10 cards in both our graves combined, I'm just going to 
banish everything. Following that, I'm going to pay 500 life points in 
order to activate the quick play spell card "The Unheard Cry’. This 
allows me to special summon my banished ‘Adar - Haf the Longest 
Day' to the field. However, since | cannot return a card from my hand 
to deck during the resolution of this effect, | am forced to cut my life 
points in half." 


Mysterious man's life points - 1350 
Reggie's life points - 3200 


"However costly that might have been," the man said, "it was well 
worth it, as | now overlay all three of my level 4 Adar monsters 
together in order to Xyz Summon out 'Adar - Rhiannon the Quelled 
Supernova'!" 


The fires that surrounded them all gathered at one point. There they 
swirled around one another, moving faster and faster upon their 
intercept course with one another. Then, the flames collapsed into an 
infinitesimally small sohere of pure heat and energy. Then, the empty 
space around them began to turn black, mirroring the image and the 
vastness of space. 


Tiny though it began, the sphere of condensed flame began to 
expand upon itself, until the vague form of a woman could be seen in 
contrast to the darkness that surrounded her. Then, there was a 
flash, and the room around them was white once again. However, 
now the woman who was once made of flame was now made of 


flesh and bone, her hair rich dark ebony, her eyes the only clue of 
the immense heat stored within. 


"I end my turn," said the man. 


Why, wondered Reggie, why can I not see my monster cards? Is 
there something wrong with me, holding me back from simply being 
able to look and see what creatures | hold in my own two hands? 


"| set one monster and end my turn," said Reggie. 


"How boring,” said the man, "and here | was hoping you would finally 
get it. Oh well, we still have some time on our hands, | suppose. My 
Rhiannon attacks your face down monster." The card flipped up, 
revealing a winged warrior. "Zeradias, eh? Well then, if | want to fully 
make use of him | suppose I'll just have to activate this little card 
here called 'Forced Foundation’. My opponent has to go through his 
or her deck and activate the first Field Spell they come across." 


"| activate the Field Spell ‘Sanctuary in the Sky" said Reggie. 


“During my end phase," said the man, "I am allowed to detach 1 Xyz 
Material monster from Rhiannon. This allows me to special summon 
your Zeradias that | destroyed to my side of the field. So, Zeradias, 
say hello to the winning team." 


Oh no, Reggie thought, if I don't formulate a strategy quick enough, I 
probably won't survive next round. 


What do | do? 


Remember Reggie, that no matter for what reason you duel, you 
have fun when you play Duel Monsters. Don't let the guilt of 
defeating someone come back and haunt you. Play the game, do 
your best, and have a blast. That's why | became chancellor at this 
academy, so | could teach the next generation of duelists that there 
is more to dueling that winning or losing. And in a few years, darling 


daughter, l'm sure you'll be here too, smiling and laughing as you 
have fun dueling with your new found friends. 


Now I remember, thought Reggie, I remember those words dad 
spoke to me all those years ago. 


There's no need for me to be afraid. | am my own person, my own 
great duelist. | had fun dueling not because | was decimating my 
opponents, but because dueling is, at its very core, fun. 


Reggie's eyes snapped towards the man as she smirked. "I know 
who you are now," she said. "You are my fear, the fear of who | 
thought | had become. Well then, fear, allow me to demonstrate to 
you my resolve. | activate Pot of Greed, and | draw two cards!" 


Glancing down at the two cards she had drawn, she smirked before 
she said in a commanding tone of voice, "I then activate ‘Valhalla, 
Hall of the Fallen’, which allows me to now special summon The 
Agent of Judgement - Saturn from my hand. Also, in order to keep 
things moving, I'll go ahead and normal summon The Agent of 
Mysteries - Earth to the field as well." Two angels, one a young 
female in a light robe, the other a commanding young man ina 
sophisticated purple garment, slowly descended onto the field. 


"Due to Earth's effect, | am allowed to add Master Hyperion from my 
Deck to my Hand. | then tune my level two Earth with my level six 
Saturn, allowing me to synchro summon the mighty 'Avenging Knight 
Parshath'!" 


A winged centaur galloped seemingly from the sky, before taking his 
stand gallantly by his mistress’ side. "I then banish Saturn from my 
graveyard in order to special summon Master Hyperion. Using his 
effect, | banish Earth from my graveyard in order to use his effect to 
destroy the Sanctuary in the Sky. Due to this, Zeradias, Herald of 
Heaven is no more. Now, Master Hyperion, attack Rhiannon the 
Quelled Supernova with Solar System Decimation!" 


Master Hyperion held out his hands, and the image of the solar 
system appeared between them. With a flick of his wrists, the image 
was thrown and imbedded in Rhiannon's flesh. The Xyz monster 
seemed to gasp for breath for a few moments, before she collapsed 
on the ground, shattering into thousands of pieces as she did so. 


"Now, Avenging Knight Parshath, attack his life points directly and 
end this! Piercing Gallop of the Divine Wind!" The winged centaur 
charged at the man standing opposite of his summoner, and wasted 
no time in piercing his adversary with his holy lance. 


"Not bad," the man said, before his image shifted slightly. Where 
once aman knelt in pain, now there stood a mirror-like image of 
Reggie, clad in the same clothes the man wore, with orange tattoos 
on her cheeks instead of at the top of her head. "You have 
conquered me, conquered your fear. Now you are as prepared as | 
can make you, in order to face the Earthbound Immortal that has 
taken root in your soul. Are you ready?" 


Reggie smirked, "Bring it." 


"| activate 'Speed Spell - Shift Down'," shouted Nightshroud in a 
thunderous voice. "By reducing my speed counters by six, | can 
draw two cards." Overhead, lightning tore a path through the 
heavens as the evil Nightshroud cackled with delight. 


"| banish my Red Eyes Black Chick in order to special summon Red 
Eyes Darkness Metal Dragon from my hand! Behold and know fear, 

for you will witness once again, the mighty power of the dragons you 
thought were going to stay quiet in their graves!" 


A terrible sound reverberated across the Dark Highway as Jaden 
and Nightshroud made another turn. Space seemed to ripple, then 
even to buckle, under the sheer force of the metallic sounding horn 
that echoed across Duel Academy Island. 


A claw suddenly shot forth between the ripples in reality caused by 
this sound, ripping reality itself open as a horrifying dragon made 
entirely of ebony machinery slithered its way onto the playing field. 


"If you think that this was the end of the preview of your final terror, 
Key-Keeper, then you are sorely mistaken. For | activate 'Return 
from the Dark Dimension’, which allows me to bring back my Red 
Eyes Black Chick, and by offering it up as a cost for Speed Spell - 
Red Burial, | am allowed to send 1 Red-Eyes Black Dragon to the 
graveyard." 


"But why would you?" wondered Jaden aloud. 


"Did you really think, that you could banish my dragons to the 
graveyard, and then simply be done with them? | don't think so. | use 
Red-Eyes Darkness Metal Dragons effect, allowing me to special 
summon the Red-Eyes Black Dragon | just sent to the graveyard to 
my side of the field. But, at this point in the duel, that just wouldn't be 
any fun to do just that to you, so I'll sacrifice him." 


"For what?" 


"For the sole purpose of summoning my Red-Eyes Darkness 
Dragon, of course!" 


Duel Academy Island shook as if in fear of knowing what was 
coming, but needed to ask the question anyway. 


The Darkness itself opened its eyes in answer. 


TBC 
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"Now, my Red-Eyes Darkness Dragon, attack that fool Key-Keeper's 
Elemental Hero Tempest with your Molten Fire Blast!" 


The serpentine dragon of darkness heeded his master's call and 
stretched his jaw wide, hissing noises coming forth from its mouth as 
reddish-purple flames built up in its glistening maw. Once a spherical 
conglomeration of fire had been given enough time to adequately 
coalesce into a dangerous weapon, the terrifying creature of the 
shadows launched the infernal attack at the seemingly helpless 
winged warrior. 


Jaden, however, was not one to sit idly by and watch transfixed as a 
comrade he trusted to watch his back was incinerated by some 
unfriendly wyrm. "I activate my face-down trap card!" he declared. 
"Negate Attack!" A card flipped face-up between the dragon and 
warrior holograms, a picture of a vortex ‘printed’ upon it. "This 
negates your attack, and immediately ends the battle phase, 
meaning my Tempest is safe." 


"Is he," queried Nightshroud, "is he really? | would assume to think 
differently, Key-Keeper. But, alas, | no longer feel the desire to 
continue my turn, so | will end it and give you a feeble chance to 
attempt to reclaim victory." 


Jaden SC: 8 


"I'm not so sure about feeble, Nightshroud, as my Quick 
Wroughtweiler might have something different to say about that." A 
sleek, metallic hound barked happily as it leapt into view between 
Jaden and Nightshroud. Taking a guarded stance, the dog growled 
softly, its synthetic voice catching the wind and reaching both 
duelists' ears. 


"Easy, boy," murmured Jaden, "we'll get the bad man, don't worry." 
Speaking louder, he continued, "I switch my Elemental Hero Tempest 
into defense position as well. | end my turn, Shadow Rider." 


Nightshroud SC: 3 


"I'm in no mood to prolong things any further, Key-Keeper, so I'll 
summon my little friend, 'Dragonic Servant of the Dark Dimension’ to 
the field. Then, | can banish both him and my face-up ‘Escape from 
the Dark Dimension’ to gain 800 life points. Next, my metallic red- 
eyed friend will allow me the honor of special summoning Lancer 
Dragonute to the field." 


A green humanoid shaped dragon appeared, ready to do battle, 
between the two larger black dragons its master controlled. Slashing 
the air several times with its axe, the dragon snarled, content in the 
knowledge that it was ready to fight should its master require that 
action of it. 


"That Quick Wroughtweiler," said Nightshroud, "I've heard of it 
before. It prevents you monsters from being destroyed by card 
effects due to Speed Spells, correct? However, that does not protect 
your trap cards, so when | activate this handy little Speed Spell, 
namely 'High Speed Crash’, your 'Speedworld Forces' is no more, 
meaning it'll be that much harder for you to Fusion Summon your 
precious Elemental Heroes. Well, that and your precious little 
Tempest no longer has any protection from being destroyed 
anymore." 


The image of Jaden's trap card shattered in to thousands of 
fragments, impaling themselves in his Duel Runner and his 
motorcycle jacket. "Well then," said Jaden in a calm voice, "are you 
going to attack me, or are you finally going to let me go back to 
kicking your butt?" 


Nightshroud sneered, "Do not worry yourself, o' impatient Key- 
Keeper. | fully intend to attack you." His voice rising to a rage, the 


shadow duelist called out to his creatures, "Red-Eyes Darkness 
Dragon, incinerate him!" 


"Good show Jaden!" shouted Professor Banner excitedly. "You show 
him what for!" 


Midori, not nearly as excited as her fellow professor, glanced at the 
male dorm head of the Slifer Dorm. "What are you so excited about, 
Lyman? Jaden is going to get hit with at least 1 direct attack this turn, 
and if | had to guess, that would be by that metal monstrosity, which 
will reduce Jaden's life points to 0, and end the duel in his loss." 


Lyman Banner smiled mischievously at his co-worker, "Ah-ah-ah, 
seems like someone wasn't paying attention earlier when Jaden 
activated 'Speed Spell - Faster than Doom’." 


"| know he discarded a card," Midori replied hesitantly, "but | don't 
see how... Oh." 


Upon the view screen they were both watching, supplementary data 
was being shown due to the link with the duel-disk systems, which 
allowed the system to display not only the pure visual dual, but also 
to literally show the data being ran through the machines. For 
example: the screen put up a display of a card that Jaden had 
banished from his graveyard, one that went by the name of Necro 
Gardna. 


...And due to Necro Gardna's effect, the attack from your Darkness 
Dragon is now negated. Nice tray, Nightshroud," Jaden said as both 
of the turbo duelists began passing over the Slifer Red dorm. 


"It doesn't matter," said Nightshroud with a touch of arrogance, "for 
my Darkness Metal Dragon will destroy your Elemental Hero 
Tempest utterly and completely. Now, do your thing me dragon! 
Attack with Metallic Molten Fire Blast!" 


A trumpeting noise seemed to blare, before a stream of searing 
plasma enveloped the winged warrior on Jaden's side of the field, 
the sheer force of that powerful blast shattering the monster into 
thousands of pieces. 


At a nod from Nightshroud, the Lancer Dragonute also leapt in order 
to attack one of Jaden's monsters. Slicing the metallic hound in two, 
it was quick to leap back to its masters side, as the symmetrical 
remnants of the robotic dog combusted and transformed the 
immediate area into a blazing mess of fire, shrapnel, and ash, before 
the image of the destruction shattered into nothingness. 


"Thanks to you destroying my loyal pup, I'm now allowed to add 1 
Speed Fusion and 1 Elemental Hero from my graveyard to my 
hand," Jaden said as he winced at the life point damage he received 
from that attack. (Jaden Life Points: 400) 


Jaden SC: 9 
"I summon my Elemental Hero Wildheart," said Jaden. 


"And I," countered Nightshroud, "activate my banished Dragonic 
Templar's effect, allowing me to send Lancer Dragonute to the 
graveyard immediately, boosting my Darkness Dragon's attack 
power all the way to 4500!" 


"Well then," said Jaden, "I suppose it's high time | once again bring 
out my A-game and activate 'Speed Spell - Speed Fusion"! | fuse 
Elemental Hero Wildheart with Elemental Hero Blade Edge in order 
to form Elemental Hero WildEdge!" 


A thunderous shout resounded throughout Duel Academy Island as a 
warrior garbed in golden armor appeared and stood guard beside 
the duelist who summoned him. "But I'm not done there, 
Nightshroud, as | activate the effect of my 'Speed Spell - Team up 
from the D. Dimension ' to equip my Wildedge with an appropriately 
banished Union monster, like my very own banished ‘Spirit of Terra’. 
But before we skip to the pleasantries, Nightshroud, | do believe my 


monster's effect needs to give yours a little present, namely giving 
your Metal Dragon a boost so that it matches the attack strength of 
your Darkness Dragon." 


Nightshroud laughed hysterically. "What was the point of that, Key- 
Keeper? So near to your own demise that you can't even properly 
duel me?" 


Jaden smirked. "Not quite, Shadow Rider. You see, by doing that, my 
Wildedge now gets to double his own attack power, bringing him all 
the way up to 5200 in terms of attack power. And since my good 
friend here has the nice ability of being able to attack all of your 
monsters, | get to slay both your dragons. " 


Jaden pointed a finger at the sky, "Go, Wildedge, attack both of his 
Darkness Dragons!" he shouted in as loud a voice as he could 
muster. Wasting no time, Wildedge obliged, using the boomerang 
like blades on one arm to slice apart the Metal Dragon while his 
great broadsword was used to cleave the original Darkness Dragon 
in two. 


(Nightshroud Life Points: 1300 - 700 = 600. 600 - 700 = 0) 
(Nightshroud defeated) 


"No!" Nightshroud raged as his duel runner skidded to a halt on the 
mystical pavement of the magically constructed Dark Highway. 


"So, the human woman has at last arrived," spoke a large, muscled 
man with thick gray hair. "It took her long enough." 


"Now Exil," said a lithe woman with long, and equally gray, hair, "we 
have waited thousands of years for this day. What is but a few more 
minutes before we crush this girl and claim our rightful place in 
reality?" 


Exil huffed silently, before grudgingly replying, "I Suppose not, Lupu. 
You are always right about these things." 


Lupu growled appreciatively and lightly patted Exil's cheek. "There's 
a good lad, knowing just how to sweet talk a woman." Smirking 
somewhat, she turned to where Reggie Mackenzie now stood within 
the room forged as a result of the fusion of her mind with the dark 
entities' minds. "Wouldn't you agree with that assessment, miss 
Mackenzie?" 


"What do you two want?" Reggie asked tersely. "And more 
importantly, why are you in my mind?" 


"It was not our decision, but the decision of the creature that inhabits 
the body of the man you love, the one called Nightshroud,” replied 
Exil. 


"And as for what we want," continued Lupu, "we simply wish to duel 
you, right here and now, in order to determine whether it is us, or 
you, whom the fates have decreed worthy of surviving this day." 


"Surely," said a voice suspiciously like Reggie's own, "you two didn't 
seriously think you could duel my greater half two against one, did 
you? That's not very fair, you know." 


Glancing sharply to her left, Reggie raised an eyebrow at the almost 
identical doppelganger. And by almost, it means that the 
doppelganger still had those strange tattoos on her face, and wore 
slightly different attire, such as an ebony choker around her neck. 
"You are the one | just dueled." 


The tattoed doppelganger gave a little curtsy towards the main 
portion of the psyche she was born from. "I am known as Doubt, 
milady Reggie. | am a persona your inner psyche developed in order 
for you to overcome your insecurities." 


Reggie chuckled slightly as she activate her duel disk. "What better 
way to overcome my insecurities than a talking, walking version of 


my insecurities, eh?" 


Doubt activated her duel disk as well, the gray haired pair across 
from them doing likewise. "It's just the way your personality works, 
milady." 


"Enough chatter," snarled Exil, "let us get this duel under way. | 
draw!" Glancing at the card he drew, he wasted no time in setting it 
in face-down defense position. 


"My turn," said Doubt. "I activate Sub-Space Card Destruction. By 
banishing 5 cards in my hand, | am allowed to draw 5 cards from my 
deck, at a cost of 100 life points for each." 


(Team Mackenzie LP: 3500) 


"| set two cards face-down," she declared, "and summon ‘Adar - 
Seren the Last Flicker’. | end my turn." 


"My turn now, little sweeties," said Lupu as she drew a card from her 
deck. "And if you don't mind, | think I'll summon a friend of mind, 
namely ‘Engel, Staubkrieg Priest'." A well built man in monk's attire 
stood at the ready beside his mistress, his twin daggers poised to 
attack. "I will also set 1 card face-down, and end my turn." 


"| draw!" exclaimed Reggie, but before she could continue on with 
her turn, Exil activated one of his face-down cards. 


"| activate Trap Dustshoot," he declared. "Now then, let's take a look 
at your hand, shall we?" Making a motion with his hand, six card 
images appeared in the air in front of him. Smiling softly, he pointed 
to one card. "That one, Consecrated Light, will return to your deck. 
You may keep the others." 


"Thanks," Reggie bit out sarcastically, "you're so generous. Now 
then, continuing on where | left off from before, | summon Victoria to 
the field." 


"| think not, miss Mackenzie," stated Lupu. "I activate my trap card, 
Force Back. Your normal summon is negated, and that monster is 
returned to your hand." 


"Doubt," Reggie inquired darkly, "would you kindly do me the 
honors?" 


Doubt smiled charmingly at her counterpart. "Of course, milady, it 
would be my pleasure. | activate Fusion's Testament, allowing either 
myself or my partner to Fusion Summon this turn without the need 
for Polymerization. Take it away, miss Reggie." 


"Gladly," said Reggie as she quickly deposited two monsters in her 
hand into her graveyard. "I send Marie the Fallen One and The 
Forgiving Maiden from my hand to the graveyard in order to Fusion 
Summon from my Extra Deck the exemplary warrior whose devotion 
to her cause gained her the blessing of the Light, the one and only 
St. Joan!" 


A woman with short orange hair seemed to descend from up on high 
onto the playing field, her sword held in front of her, her eyes closed 
as if in prayer. "St. Joan, attack Engel, Staubkrieg Priest!". St. Joan's 
eyes snapped open, and with a mighty yell she struck the defending 
priest with her terrible sword. 


"Due to Engel's effect, | am allowed to banish 1 monster with O ATK 
from my Deck," said Lupu. 


(Team Exil Lupu LP: 2500) 
"| then set two cards face-down and end my turn," said Reggie. 


"| do believe it is my turn then, and during my standby phase | reveal 
1 Staubkrieg monster in my hand, Geryon, Lord of Staubkrieg, in 
order to special summon the monster banished by Engel's effect, 
Erhard, Staubkrieg's Pilgrim. And since he was special summoned 
due to the effect of a Staubkrieg card, | get to select 1 Earth Fiend or 
Fire Fairy in my or Lupu's graveyard; Erhard's Attack and Defense 


are now equal to that monster's original values. But, to be honest, 
that's not what is important. For | now activate my face-down trap 
card, Full Moon's Requiem. By tributing 1 face-down and 1 face-up 
Staubkrieg monster each, | am allowed to special summon from both 
of our decks "Exil - Herald of the Bite" and "Lupu - Guardian of 
Midnight". In other words, ourselves." 


Both Exil and Lupu leapt forward onto the playing field, their teeth 
sharpening into fangs. "Due to my own effect, | am allowed to reveal 
the top five cards of my deck. If one of them is a Field-Spell, | get to 
play it, and the rest are sent to the graveyard. If none are, 20 cards 
are sent from my deck to the grave." 


5 cards appeared in the air, 3 monsters, 1 trap, and 1 Field Spell. "| 
now activate the Field Spell "Moon's Radiance". This allows us to 
activate Lupu's effect now." 


"And that effect is," Lupu said with supreme confidence, "is to tribute 
both myself and Exil in order to Tribute Summon a Level 10 monster 
from the deck, namely the Earthbound Immortal Exil Lupu!" 


The grass beneath their feet, projected on the field due to 'Moon's 
Radiance’, began to sway with increased intensity as the two gray 
duel spirits disappeared into thin air. A stone heart, marked by 
glowing runes appeared. It beat once, as if searching for an energy 
source. The moon high in the sky shifted as if in answer, and a shaft 
of intense moonlight beamed down on the stone structure floating in 
the sky. A wave of darkness suddenly shot up from what seemed to 
be the earth's core, before quickly taking the form of a shadowy wolf 
with white lines across its body. 


Wasting no time, the Earthbound Immortal Exil Lupu attack the St. 
Joan card on Reggie's side of the field. The sainted warrior woman 
screamed in pain as her image shattered into infinitesimal pieces. 
Two cards that were banished earlier by Doubt's spell card were 
then shuffled into her deck, and an additional 200 damage was dealt 
to both duelists for each card returned. 


(Team Mackenzie LP: 100) (2800 reduced to 0 by banishing all cards 
in grave, so 3000 damage plus 400 more due to return to deck 
effect) 


"My turn then," said Doubt, "I Suppose. You're not very talkative now, 
are you? | activate Pot of Greed, this allows me to draw 2 more 
cards. Next, | activate Crashbug Road. This allows us to both select 
1 level 4 or lower monster on our side of the field and special 
summon one monster in our hand with an equal level as it. | special 
summon ‘Adar - Cadfael the War Shimmer' from my hand. Then, | 
activate my face-down 'The Unheard Cry'. | special summon my 
banished ‘Adar - Llinos the Solar Flare’, which inflicts 800 damage to 
you, but I, or miss Reggie, has to return 1 card in our hand to the 
deck." 


"And | choose to do so," said Reggie. 


"Thank you milady," said Doubt with a nod, "for that now lets me 
activate the last card in my hand, 'Voiding Flare’. By banishing 1 
level 4 psychic-type Adar monster | control, I'm allowed to special 
summon ‘Adar - Haf the Longest Day’. Now then, I will overlay my 3 
Adar monsters in order to Xyz Summon out the mighty 'Adar - 
Rhiannon the Quelled Supernova'!" 


A fierce explosion seemed to occur high up in the stars, past the 
image of the moon, even. The energy then descended quickly onto 
the surface of the earth, before taking the shape of a dark-haired 
woman who seemed to radiate power itself. 


"But we're not done here, Earthbound Immortal," said Reggie, "For | 
activate Call of the Haunted to special summon St. Joan from my 
graveyard." 


"And now," said Doubt with a snap of her fingers, "I return St. Joan 
and Rhiannon to our respective Extra Decks, in order to summon 
‘Titaia the Supremacy'." There was a flash of light that blinded all 
who looked upon it for but an instant, and when it had cleared a 


woman, made entirely of what appeared to be star matter, appeared 
on the side of the field opposite the Earthboudn Immortal. 


"During the Battle Phase," declared Doubt with confidence, "I can 
banish 3 Adar monsters in my graveyard, and since | had to have 3 
Xyz Materials for my Rhiannon | have everything | need. By doing 
this, you, the Earthbound Immortal, now have your effects negated 
until the End Phase. This includes, of course, your ability to not be 
able to be selected as an attack target, but more importantly, it 
means your effect of gaining 300 ATK and DEF for each of your 
levels is now negated. So, Titaia, would you please do us the honors 
of destroying that pesky little overgrown pup? He's become an 
eyesore." 


(Team Exil Lupu LP: 0) 


(Winner: Team Mackenzie) 


"No!" screamed the voices inside of Reggie's body. "This cannot be! 
We will escape! We will plunge this world into darkness yet!" 


Reggie's body seemed to shudder, before an overgrown wolf made 
of shadows seemed to leap right out of her head. Growling at Aporia, 
it attempted to lunge at his throat, but Aporia swiftly dodged out of 
the way. Before the creature could attack again, however, an 
explosion rang out across Duel Academy Island. 


"It seems that Jaden as defeated Nightshroud after all," said Aporia 
quietly to himself. "That's quite the shame, don't you think, 
Earthbound Immortal?" 


The Earthbound Immortal, however, didn't answer, as it had begun to 
try and run away from the island. 


There was a mighty thunderclap as the sky flashed red. A stone 
monolith emerged from the ground, and a beam of light emerged 


from it to hit the running form of the Exil Lupu. The beast was then 
stopped in its tracks by some unseen force and lifted into the air. 


The creature struggled against its invisible bonds with a ferocity truly 
befitting that of a caged animal, which in many respects was quite 
the accurate description. Snarling and raging, it was too preoccupied 
with trying to free itself to notice the serpentine shape that began to 
coalesce behind it, until it was too late, and the red-skinned Beast 
was glaring hungrily at the Immortal wolf. 


"| see," said Aporia, "so this is what you meant, Z-One." 


Indeed. The Comrade System has injected so much raw Duel 
Energy into this area that Uria is now capable, if even for a short 
time, to manifest itself in order to enjoy a late-night "snack", as it 
were 


Earthbound Immortal Exil Lupu turned around and howled in 
defiance at one of the 3 Sacred Beasts, Uria the Lord of Searing 
Flames. 


Uria made one, swift, lethal movement, and at that moment an 
Earthbound Immortal was no more. 


TBC 


AN: Been a while, but mostly due to me being very picky with how | 
wanted this Leap's duels to go (mostly the inner Exil Lupu fight 
though, as the Turbo Duel has been mostly planned from the 
beginning of this fic). 


Well, now that the Nightshroud and Reggie Inner duels are done, it's 
time for us to move on. First, to some emotional loose ends being 
tied up next chapter (there's a reason there's a Atticus and Reggie 
character tag to this fic, ya Know), and then we get to once more be 
graced by the 'humble' presence of "The Chazz". 


